
AIRCRAFT LOADMASTER HISTORY

The loadmaster career field came about because of the unique needs of airlift.  Almost at the outset of large-scale airlift operations in World War II, the need for someone to load and unload cargo properly, compute weight and balance, conduct airdrops, and supervise passengers was quite evident. The weight and balance officers, cargo loading officers, flight traffic clerks, pushers, and kickers all were filling important positions in the airlift system of the early years and evolved into what we now call loadmasters.

The closest use of personnel as "loadmasters" (in present day context) was in the China-Burma-India Theater (CBI).  Many different names were used for the forerunner of today's loadmaster, and they seem to have varied by mission.  On crews flying "The Hump", the airlift over the Himalayas, this person was the Flight Traffic Clerk.  Flight Traffic Clerks were part of the aircrew and when carrying passengers were sometimes referred to as Flight Attendants.  

The airdrop mission produced yet a different name for the enlisted man in the back of the aircraft.  The first airdrops in the CBI began in March 1943 by the Army Air Force Ferrying Command (later ATC).  An experimental airdropping detail was formed, establishing the first "kicking" detail; "three or four enlisted men who push cargo from the plane."  The experimental drops were so successful that the operation was immediately expanded.  Operations increased and the Tenth Air Force records show that between April 1943 and July 1944, "Kickers" (called "Pushers" in ATC) flew 45,997 combat missions, logging over 93,664 hours of combat time. 

After World War II, loadmaster duties were handled much the same way as during the war.  However, in 1947, Army Air Force Manual 35-1 listed a job description for Flight Traffic Clerk, remarkably similar to present day loadmaster job descriptions, without mentioning airdrop duties. During the Korean War, kickers continued to perform this function on C-119 aircraft.  

By 1951, the Army Air Forces Flight Traffic Clerk was replaced by the Air Force Senior Flight Steward.  Also at this time, the Air Force was receiving the first of its new C-124s.  In an after-action report from Operation Blue Jay, airlift support for construction at Thule AB, Greenland, one of the assigned factory crewmembers was referred to as the "Douglas Loadmaster".  Immediately after this, in June 1951, Military Air Transport Service directed the establishment of a C-124 transition unit, including aircrews consisting of "one pilot, one co-pilot, one flight engineer, one flight mechanic technician, and one loadmaster".

In 1953, the Aircraft Loadmaster and Aircraft Loadmaster Technician appeared in Air Force Manual 35-1 with a job description nearly identical to what it is today.  The 1962 version of AFM 35-1 made a few changes.  The loadmaster Air Force Specialty Code (AFSC) was changed and established the nine-level loadmaster superintendent position. Between 1975 and 1993, the AFSC has undergone further revisions, more clearly defining loadmasters as crewmembers.  

From their humble beginnings as flight traffic clerks, pushers, and kickers, loadmasters are everywhere you see an airlift aircraft.  Starting in the early days of the China-Burma-India Theater, to Vietnam, Granada, Panama, the Gulf War, and other contingencies, loadmasters were there, ensuring cargo was loaded properly, troops safe, and airdrops "on-time and on-target".  Loadmasters routinely placed their life on the line for their crew and their country.  In February 1969, at the height of the Vietnam War, Airman First Class John L. Levitow, placed his own life at risk to save his crew while serving aboard an AC-47 gunship hit by Viet Cong fire.  For his courage at the risk of his life, A1C Levitow became the only loadmaster ever awarded the Medal of Honor. 

Proudly serving on all transport aircraft; C-5, C-7, C-17, C‑23, C-46, C-47, C‑119, C-123, C-124, 

C-130, C-141, and all the others, gunships included, loadmasters today look back on their heritage with pride and meaning.  Even as you read this, Air Force Loadmasters are flying around the globe, maintaining the great airlift and mobility tradition of "Anything, Anywhere, Anytime".

PROFESSIONAL LOADMASTER ASSOCIATION

The Professional Loadmaster Association (PLA) was formed in the State of Washington as a membership organization for Loadmasters. In March 1997, the State of Washington issued a Certificate of Incorporation declaring the PLA a non-profit organization. PLA membership is comprised of and limited to current and former military and civilian Loadmasters who have flown as an Aircraft Loadmaster performing aircrew duties on transport aircraft. The association's principal reason for being is for the benefit of all Loadmasters and their families. The core values of the association are the Flag of the United States, Our Self-confidence, and Our Empathy for each other. Its basic mission is to guide the membership in solidarity, facilitate trust and mutual respect for one another, and inspire personal growth and the pursuit of a purposeful sense of vision for the future of the PLA. The association establishes scholarship and grant programs to benefit eligible dependents of Loadmasters. 

LIBERTY CHAPTER

Nestled between New York's Statue of Liberty and Philadelphia's Liberty Bell is McGuire Air Force Base, home of the PLA's newest Chapter, the Liberty Chapter. Formed in August 1999, we received our charter in November 1999. Our chapter, Liberty Chapter, is named not just because of the proximity to two of our nation's most identifiable landmarks, but for the liberty represented by the Flag of the United States of America, the first stated core value of our association. Our membership includes Active duty, Reserve, and Retired, C-17, C-47, C-130, C-133, C-141 and C-5 Loadmasters! We welcome all PLA members in New Jersey, New York, and Pennsylvania who want to belong to a local chapter but don't have one near them. We would love to have you join our organization and make it even better!  We have our own web site www.loadmasters.org and are exploring avenues to make the Liberty Chapter a PLA “house-hold name”! 

"Liberty, when it begins to take root, is a plant of rapid growth."

            George Washington 1788

“FRIENDSHIP THROUGH AIRLIFT…

YESTERDAY-TODAY-TOMORROW”
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